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Uplift Infinity Assessment Philosophy and Mission Statement  

Uplift Infinity’s mission is to “to create and sustain public schools of excellence that empower each 
scholar to reach their highest potential in college and the global marketplace and which inspire a 
life-long love of learning, achievement, and service in order to positively change their world.” 
Assessment plays an essential role in driving quality curriculum and instruction that empowers our 
scholars to reach their potential. Continuous assessment with feedback for improvement also models 
a growth-mindset to encourage a lifelong love of learning and achievement that extends beyond 
classroom.  

Assessment Beliefs  

 Assessments are central to data-driven instruction that drives scholar learning  
 Assessments tasks should balance formative assessment to guide scholar learning and 

summative assessment to determine scholar achievement of learning goals  
 Assessments variety ensures scholars with variety of learning styles and multiple intelligences will 

have multiple opportunities to demonstrate their learning  
 Performance tasks should be grounded in authentic real-world applications that provide 

deeper understanding of MYP Global Contexts and Statement of Inquiry. Emphasis on higher-
order thinking skills supports inquiry-based, constructivist learning while application of 
Approaches to Learning supports development of non-cognitive cross-curricular skills.  

 Assessment feedback should be timely, specific, and aligned to assessment criteria. It should 
provide guidance that enables scholars to reflect on where they are in relation to goal 
achievement.  

 Both teachers and scholars should engage in assessment reflection to improve instructional 
practice and evaluate progress towards goal achievement 

 Teachers will engage in collaborative horizontal and vertical teams to analyze scholar work 
and assessment data in order to inform teaching and learning practices 

 Assessment and grading practices will be made public and transparent to scholars and 
parents 

 

Support for Scholars with Diverse Learning needs  

Students possess diverse learning needs, and additional support is provided for scholars with learning 
differences, scholars who speak English as a second language, and/ or possess extraordinary 
intellectual gifts and talents. Uplift Infinity provides a variety of accommodations and modifications of 
instruction and assessment to enable each scholar to reach his or her highest potential. Further, 
teachers are encouraged to differentiate where appropriate in order to allow all scholars to 
demonstrate learning in various forms. Scholars may qualify for need-specific assessment 
accommodations, such as small group or oral administration, which are provided by our Special 
Education and ESL support teams. For more information, please reference Uplift Infinity’s Language 
Policy and Special Education Policy.  

 

 



Assessment Types 

 Assessment of Prior Knowledge through universal screening – MAP (Measure of Academic 
Progress, administered to Grades 6-8) and Pre-ACT/ACT (administered Grades 9-11) – should 
be carried out before embarking upon new instruction. 

 Formative Assessment is ongoing and daily assessment that both guides scholar learning and 
informs the teacher as to scholars’ learning progress. Formative assessment methods include 
classroom participation, discussion, exit tickets, observation, notes, scholar reflections, peer-to-
peer evaluations, etc. More formal formative assessment include pre-tests, practice activities, 
charts, lab reports, quizzes, or essays.  

 Summative Assessment occurs at the end of the learning process and is used to determine 
scholar achievement of learning goals and the effectiveness of teaching activities. Examples 
of summative assessment include unit tests, performance tasks, portfolios, group and individual 
presentations, response journals, research papers, exams, etc.  

 Uplift Common Assessments occurs at the end of each instructional quarter. Common 
Assessments (CAs) are Uplift-produced quarterly exams that align to Texas State Standards 
(TEKS) and MYP assessment criteria. Collaborative reflection upon CA data occurs in each 
quarter wherein teachers analyze scholar performance to adjust instructional practice and 
action plan for re-teaching content based upon whole group, small group, or individualized 
scholar need.  

 Standardized Tests, particularly multiple choice formats, are not the preferred method of 
assessment at Uplift Infinity when a variety of assessment strategies are preferred. Nevertheless 
we work to prepare scholars for those required state accountability tests (STAAR, EOC, ACT, 
SAT, and AP) by ensuring scholars are exposed to both the content and format of such 
standardized tests. As such, scholars are given the practice necessary to be successful in a 
variety of standardized test formats. 

State Testing and Remediation  

 STAAR Test: Uplift Infinity Preparatory is committed to student success on the State of Texas 
Assessment of Academic readiness (STAAR) and takes seriously its obligation to provide 
scholars the support and assistance they need to succeed. 

o All students at STAAR-testing grade levels (3 – 11) will be regularly benchmark tested to 
ensure that they are making appropriate progress through the required STAAR 
curriculum. Students who are not making satisfactory progress will receive remedial 
help.  

o The state of requires all scholars in grades 9 – 12 to pass five designated subject area 
(English I, English II, United States History, Biology, and Algebra I) End of Course exams in 
order to graduate. Scholars will take these exams at different grade levels according to 
when the course is offered on the subject area’s sequencing. Scholars who do not pass 
their EOC exams are granted opportunities to retest according to the state of Texas’ 
assessment calendar. 

  



Use of MYP Assessment Criteria  
 
Teachers of MYP Courses and MYP Personal Project Supervisors are expected to use the MYP subject 
group objectives and assessment criteria as prescribed in their MYP Subject Guides to construct the 
grading rubrics for their summative assessments. These rubrics will be used to determine the 
appropriate achievement level for each scholar. Each criterion has eight possible achievement 
levels (1-8), divided into four bands that generally represent limited (1-2), adequate (3-4), substantial 
(5-6), and excellent (7-8) performance. Each band has its own unique descriptors that teachers 
should use to make “best-fit” judgments regarding scholars’ progress and achievement levels.  
 
Standardization of Judgments  
To ensure internal consistency of assigning achievement levels, teachers will regularly participate in 
collaborative standardization activities to reach a common understanding and application of criteria 
and descriptors. Standardization activities may include:  

 Campus vertical collaboration in which teachers of the same subject group meet to discuss a 
common understanding of the assessment criteria and achievement levels in order to ensure 
appropriate progression of the subject objectives. For the 2016-17 school year, teachers of 
MYP vertical teams (Years 1-5) have a common planning period every other day for 
collaborative purposes.  

 Campus horizontal collaboration in which teachers of the same grade level meet to discuss 
and reflect upon scholar progress and achievement levels within their respective grade level 
to increase reliability of judgments and to identify opportunities for cross-curricular 
collaboration. 

 Network-wide collaboration in which teachers of the subject-group AND same grade meet to 
reach a shared understanding of the assessment criteria and achievement levels as it relates 
to scholar performance on Uplift Common Assessments. In addition to norming their 
judgments using scholar work samples, teachers will analyze and reflect upon the data in 
order to identify action steps to help scholars reach higher achievement levels.  

 Personal Project standardization in which any adults involved with MYP Personal Project for 
Year 5 Scholars will have the opportunity to standardize assessment of the Personal Project 
criteria in order to ensure internal consistency and reliability of judgments.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International Baccalaureate Middle Years and Diploma Program Grade Reporting Scale 

IB grades are determined through qualitative assessment utilizing IB assessment criteria. In the Middle 
Years and Diploma Program, IB grades are formally reported each semester, using a scale of 1-7, 
shown below: 

IB 
Grade 

Brief 
Descriptor Detailed Descriptor 

7 Outstanding 
Achievement 

Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates 
comprehensive, nuanced understanding of concepts and contexts. 
Consistently demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. 
Frequently transfers knowledge and skills with independence and 
expertise in a variety of complex classroom and real-world situations. 

6 Excellent 
Achievement 

Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Communicates 
extensive understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical 
and creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses knowledge and 
skills in familiar and unfamiliar classroom and real-world situations, often 
with independence. 

5 Good 
Achievement 

Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure 
understanding of concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and 
creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills 
in familiar classroom and real-world situations and, with support, some 
unfamiliar real-world situations.. 

4 Satisfactory 
Achievement 

Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most 
concepts and contexts with few misunderstandings and minor gaps. 
Often demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge 
and skills with some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires 
support in unfamiliar situations 

3 Limited 
Achievement 

Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic 
understanding of many concepts and contexts, with occasionally 
significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic 
critical and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of knowledge 
and skills, requiring support even in familiar classroom situations. 

2 Very Limited 
Achievement 

Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or 
significant gaps in understanding for many concepts and contexts. 
Infrequently demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible 
in the use of knowledge and skills, infrequently applying knowledge and 
skills. 

1 Minimal 
Achievement 

Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant 
misunderstandings or lacks understanding of most concepts and 
contexts. Very rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very 
inflexible, rarely using knowledge or skills. 

 

 

 

 



Formal and Informal Grade Reporting  

Scholars and families are given formal progress reports on a regular basis, at the midpoint of each 
quarter in the middle and high schools, as well as informal progress reports as needed. Grades are 
published weekly through our PowerSchool Parent Portal and can be accessed by parents at any 
time. Additionally, high school scholars utilize their Chromebooks (part of a one-to-one technology 
program) to check and reflect on their grades weekly during their advisory period. Grades are 
formally reported every quarter (9 weeks), semester (18 weeks), and at the end of the year (36 
weeks). These reports are according to a state-mandated 100 point scale. Uplift Infinity Preparatory 
utilizes PowerSchool for the capture, recording, and reporting of grades. 

 

Formal Grade Reporting Scales for Middle and Upper Schools, Grades Six through Twelve 
The state of Texas requires that formal grade reports be issued using a 100 point scale. 

Texas Reporting 100-point Grade Scale 

Number 
Grade 

Letter 
Grade 

Descriptor 

90-100 A Excellent 

80-89 B Good 

70-79 C Satisfactory 

0-69 F Unsatisfactory 

 

Conversion of IB and AP Assessment Grades to the Texas 100 Point Reporting Scale 

Where applicable, assignment grades are derived using the appropriate IB or AP grading criteria to 
determine an IB or AP grade for assignments, which is then converted to a grade on a 100 point 
scale in order to meet state of Texas requirements for grade reporting.  Suggested grade conversions 
are as follows: 

AP Grade Scale 
AP Grade 100 Point Conversion 
5 94 – 100 
4 86 – 93 
3 78 – 85  
2 70 – 77 
1 0 – 69 

 

IB Grade Scale 
IB Grade 100 Point Conversion 
7 96 – 100 
6 90 – 95 
5 80 – 89 
4 70 – 79 
3 61 – 69  
2 51 – 60 
1 0 – 50 



 

Review Process 

The Uplift Education Assessment Policy is reviewed on an annual basis by the Network IB Coordinator 
and a team of Assessment Coordinators. High-level feedback and recommendations will be 
communicated to campus pedagogical leadership teams in order to be revised (as necessary) and 
communicated with teachers.  

 
 


